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Introduction
We have been teaching Chinese students both in Shenzhen, China (1 year) and online (2 years)
for a privately owned Chinese language school.
Since we started full time house sitting, we've tried many ways to make a remote income and
have found this to be the most consistent. It's a reliable and financially rewarding method of
supporting our nomadic lifestyle.
If you are considering any other type of roaming income, then teaching English can provide a
steady income while you develop and become profitable with other income streams.
Up until mid 2018 we have been teaching between 30 and 70 hours a month, which allowed us
to continue publishing House Sitting Magazine for free, while also working on ways to create
our future residual income.
In this short e-guide, we give you the basic information that you'll need to consider if you would
like to follow in our footsteps and become a remote online teacher.
We will talk you through the process of gaining your TEFL qualification with a specially agreed
exclusive 35% discount.
There are many teaching opportunities around the world and we also provide some links to
help you get started in the guide. But online schools are popping up all the time, and we
suggest you search online to find the most recent opportunities.

Here we are on a cultural night in China with some of our adult students.

FOREIGN TRAVEL
Will this be the year that you travel the world?
There are close to 2 billion people using and learning English worldwide. Therefore the
international job market for Teaching English as a Foreign Language abroad is strong.
In China, the Government is on a mission to ensure that everyone has, at the very least, a basic
level of English. Now they have begun teaching English at kindergarten age.
With an overall population of 1.4 billion you can see just why there's been such an explosion in
Teaching English as a Foreign Language, both in China particularly, and online generally.
But it's not just China. You can teach in Turkey, the Middle East, Vietnam and Cambodia, or
Costa Rica and Guatemala.
Opportunities are available all around the world, and provide a great way to experience
different cultures and travel experiences.

But I'm in my 30's, 40's, 50's, 60's - Am I too old?
Ian and I are both "older" and I have no teaching experience outside the business environment.
That's the great thing - no prior teaching experience is required.
If you have a teaching degree, as Ian does, then it might help when applying for some jobs.
However, his was in outdoor education, so not really relevant to teaching English!
To gain the skills for teaching English you can study for an accredited TEFL certification course,
and there is no age limit.
You may find that in some countries an age limit will be specified, but in China we were in
demand as a mature, experienced couple. In Asia older people are respected as being both
knowledgeable and reliable - age is seen as a benefit.
You will probably find it easier to teach for private language schools as a mature teacher, rather
than in government run establishments, where they may prefer younger teachers. Although
universities are sometimes the exception.
You should also consider the retirement age in a country if you need a work visa. In China for
instance the age of retirement for women is 55 (although it's rising all the time), and so this
would affect your application.

But the great thing about ONLINE teaching is you DON'T need a work visa!
We'll talk more about online opportunities as we progress through this document.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Teaching is well-paid in many countries
As with any job, there are positions that pay badly and others that reward you with a decent
salary. Often this depends on the income levels of a particular country, and that's why China is
such a good prospect in this respect.
China has a fast-growing and aspiring middle class, all of whom are happy to pay good rates to
learn English from TEFL-qualified teachers, either in China, or more increasingly, online.
While working in China for a Chinese run language school, we were paid between 20 and 35 UK
pounds an hour. We know people who earned up to 50 UK pounds an hour.

Our language school teaching was paid at the lower level. However, because of our business
experience, we were sent to some of the top businesses in Shenzhen to teach business
vocabulary to managers. Once we gained a reputation, our pay sky-rocketed.
Personal recommendation is key in China and many other Asian countries, and once you
establish yourself as a good quality teacher, you'll find private recommendations and referrals
pouring in!
Of course, not everyone wants to work in Asia. So take a look at Spain, Turkey or maybe Central
America. You may not be paid quite as much, but in Central America your living costs will be
considerably lower.
Also, you could possibly mix face-to-face teaching with some online teaching to boost your
income.

A STEPPING STONE
Many college or university graduates teach English as a way to gain confidence and experience
while deciding what to do as a "proper job".
They also see it as a way to live and travel in other countries before settling into a working
environment in their homeland.
This has been happening for many years.
But now the worldwide demand for teachers of English has opened up new opportunities for
nomads. Remote workers who are finding ways to create an on-going residual income, but who
also need the stability and consistency of some regular income while they work on their ideas.
Online teaching is particularly useful in this situation, and that's exactly what we are doing.
We produce the free monthly House Sitting Magazine, which currently doesn't provide us with
any income. So while we work on building our residual income business model, we've been
teaching between 30 and 70 hours a month each, to sustain our traveling lifestyle.
Combined with house sitting, this income more than adequately pays for travel between our
house sits all over the world. It also pays for our food and daily living expenses.
If you'd like more information about house sitting, take a look at our "Getting Started"
resources on the House Sitting Magazine website here:
https://housesittingmagazine.com/house-sitters-start-here/

TEACHING IS SOCIAL & BUILDS CONFIDENCE
The ability to stand up in front of a class of kids, teenagers or adults does wonders for building
confidence.
In China we had to prepare "iShows" for students, which involved creating a power point
presentation (PPT) for up to 50 students at a time on an interesting cultural topic. We had to
teach some language, engage with the audience and answer questions.
New to any type of public speaking, I was a nervous wreck the first time. But I was amazed at
how quickly my confidence built, and now if you give me a microphone and a group of people
to talk to I'm in my element! And the Chinese are very kind - they work on the basis that if
you've "done your best" then that's all you are expected to do.
So many of us now have to be "social" to create successful businesses. I found teaching English
to be great for my personal development. I continue to benefit from these experiences even
now!
Teaching adults, particularly in a private language school, is social too.
Our experience in China was that many of our students wanted to socialize outside of the
school. We were taken for amazing lunches, attended social occasions, and were invited to
cultural events that we would not have experienced otherwise.

There are many options for teaching and above we've listed the opportunities
you would find in China.
While in Shenzhen I wrote a long article for a specialist Chinese website that goes into great
detail about teaching in China.
Here's the link:

http://www.saporedicina.com/english/teaching-english-in-china/
The next link takes you directly to the section that talks about the "types of teaching
opportunities available":

http://www.saporedicina.com/english/teaching-english-in-china/#teachingenglish-7

Teaching in Kindergartens
Kids from two and a half upwards are now being taught English in preparation for primary
school. This is a lucrative market as more and more wealthy Chinese have the income available
to pay privately for early English education.
It might seem like a dream job – everyone loves kids and most Chinese toddlers are adorable!
You can see me here in a promo video for a new kindergarten I tried teaching at.
I lasted exactly three weeks! Click the image below to see the video:

The reality is that unless you’re given a Chinese classroom assistant, or you speak fluent
Chinese, the act of trying to keep a group of small children engaged for up to an hour is at best
a challenge, and at worst unbearable!
Communication is limited at this young age, and you could be teaching just a couple of words in
one lesson. These classes are more about using games, songs and activities to introduce the
children to English. You need to be creative in your approach.
If you’ve trained to work with kids or have that natural talent inherent in some people, then it
could be the environment for you. When a child “gets it” it is extremely rewarding and can be a
lot of fun.
It's a growing niche and many teachers can’t hack it, so positions are always available. I was
frequently offered double what I earned in a private school.

Teaching in a business
If you have any specialist business skills that you think you can teach, you will be able to find
higher paid work, once you are introduced into this environment.
Because our CVs demonstrated a high level of business ability, we were able to put ourselves
forward for corporate business classes. If you have a background in Accounting, Finance,
Economics, Distribution, Marketing, Sales, IT, Engineering, etc., then you may find that you are
well suited to teaching business lessons.
Since leaving China, we continue to teach business classes online.
Many companies in China are establishing international connections and need a high level of
spoken English.
I find this type of teaching more challenging and therefore also much more rewarding.

ONLINE TEACHING HAS EVEN MORE ADVANTAGES
Flexible hours from anywhere in the world!
OK - for online teaching you do need internet, so there are some places where it's just not
possible, but if you can carry out a decent Skype chat then you should be able to teach online
too.
We have a 3 year contract with our language school but we can choose when we want to work,
as long as we teach a minimum of 30 hours per month.
We are also able to take time off when we want to.
For example, we recently visited Cuba for a month, and couldn't work because of the lack of
stable internet.
Many other schools we've looked at are more rigid about holidays, and with our traveling
lifestyle this wouldn't work for us, so be clear with the schools you apply to about time off you
might need.

The TEFL info is relevant for ANY English teaching work.
Other online training schools may have different requirements. We know, for example, some
schools only accept US teachers, others require more commitment, etc.
Here's an article about teaching for VIPKIDS - but jobs are only available to North Americans,
and it is teaching kids:

https://housesittingmagazine.com/teaching-english-online-vipkid/

Online teaching provides a remote income
The biggest benefit of online teaching, is that you can do it from anywhere with an internet
connection.
For house sitters and nomadic travelers this is a game changer.

If you, like we were back in 2014, are wondering how you can continue to live
this amazing lifestyle, then this could be the answer.
It has been for us.

Basic requirements (face-to-face or online teaching)
 You should be a native speaker (UK, US, Australian, New Zealand, Canada,
etc.) – or have a very high level of good spoken English. For example, as an
Italian you may be accepted if your English sounds native.
 120 hour TEFL qualification
 Any degree - We have never shown our degree certificates, but we can’t
guarantee you won’t be asked for it. Our certificates are buried in an attic
somewhere in the world as they haven’t been necessary for many years, we
told them this and they didn’t pursue the issue.
 Experience - this helps but isn't always necessary. With the growing
demand for teachers, schools (especially online schools) can't always be
fussy about this. You will have to prove yourself in an online demo class,
and that's what really counts. Remember, if you have any type of training
background, even if it’s in a business environment, make this super clear on
your CV or resume.

Not everyone is suited to online teaching
You need some core skills to be able to teach both generally and online. These can be learned and
developed through taking the TEFL certification and by gaining experience.
But there's no doubt about teaching for an Asian company - there are differences in business culture.
When we first started it drove us a little mad! Some of the presentations we use do not contain "good"
native English. We call it "Chinglish". But despite repeated offers to help correct the PPTs we were
knocked back.
You see, for someone to deal with this, there would have to be another person who would be seen to
have made a mistake (however small), and this is "loss of face". Losing face in Chinese culture is avoided
at all costs.
Similarly, if there are problems with the platform, no-one will take responsibility for them which can be
very frustrating.
If you can't "turn a blind eye" to these issues then you will possibly have problems working for a Chinese
school. We've managed to get through this and now get our heads down, do the best job we can, keep a
low profile and get paid good money in return.

Tools of the trade
The above information is pretty straightforward and there's not much extra to add on this topic.
Different schools may have slightly different requirements, and you'll find that out for yourselves when
you begin your application.
At our school you are NOT permitted to use a phone or tablet for teaching. It is too difficult to use the
tools provided in the platform which include, but aren't limited to:




Video of student (optional for them)
Video of teacher (mandatory for teachers)
Chat box




Screen share
Typing and teaching tools for the PPT (markers etc.)



Ability to upload images that help explain vocabulary

THE TEACHING PLATFORM
Above is a screenshot of a class. It's slightly different to reality as it's a video playback. All
lessons are videoed so the student can review the class material.
In the live classroom, you don't see the chat record, but you DO see the student's video (if they
choose to switch it on).
Again, as we mentioned, different schools will have different platforms for teaching. And if you
develop your own lessons it could be totally different.
We know some teachers who provide lessons over Skype or WeChat (a Chinese app).

What to do if you don’t have a TEFL qualification
You will need a minimum 120-hour TEFL qualification for most TEFL teaching positions.
You can get this by studying online.
If you don’t have your TEFL certification, we have negotiated a special 35% discount with the
school that we used.
They are based in Canada, and offer a range of courses. You will need the 120 hour course for
acceptance at our school.

https://HouseSittingMagazine.com/myTEFL
Use the above link to go to the website and then use our specially negotiated
35% discount code: HSM35
This code should be entered when you make payment. Sometimes it's necessary to enter the
code on the first page, and again at checkout (glitch in their system!) - but if you have any
problems at this point, let us know and we will notify our contact and get it sorted for you.

What's included in the course?
My TEFL - Professional Course – 120 Hours of TEFL Training
This most popular and highly recommended Course is meant for those who would
like a solid platform from which to embark on their TEFL career, or upgrade their
current skills and abilities. This course is required for students planning to teach in
countries that require an internationally accredited TEFL certificate in order to
obtain a work permit.

Course Modules:









introduction to EFL
effective classroom management
language systems
teaching speaking
teaching listening
teaching writing
teaching reading
using teaching materials & aids










curriculum planning
grammar: form, meaning & use
grammar: verb tenses & time
grammar: modals & stative verbs
teaching lexis
teaching functions
teaching phonology
designing testing systems

A comprehensive list of online schools
Mike Veenstra is a Canadian who has, lived in 3 different countries over the past 5 years - Canada,
Argentina and Ecuador. During this time he has been teaching English and learning Spanish. He recently
found a job teaching English online, and started a website called Good Air Language to share his
knowledge about teaching English and learning Spanish.
He has compiled an amazing list of online teaching companies, together with links and pay rates.
If you decide to look at alternatives, then this is a great resource to browse through for options:
http://www.goodairlanguage.com/teaching-english-online-2/

Please be aware of schools offering high pay levels - really check out
how this is earned in practice. The old cliché is usually correct "If it's
too good to be true, it probably is!"

How can we help?
If you would like to chat through options, or need help with CVs, résumés, applications or interviews
for teaching online, we are happy to help.
We can arrange a Skype call, and offer consultancy in 30 minute blocks at $30 USD.
For more information email:
vanessa@HouseSittingMagazine.com

